
NORTH RODE NEWSLETTER – FEBRUARY 2022 

The Christmas festivities including the well-attended Carol Service, with fewer restrictions, are well behind us and we 

hope that this year continues to see normal activities resume.  The signs of Covid recovery so far are encouraging, and 

we can but hope that it continues that way, especially with the resumption of village activities.  Snowdrops are now a 

cheering sight and Rode Hall’s walks, including the stunning aroma of daphne, can be visited from 5th February to 6th 

March, including the Farmers’ market on the first Saturday in the month.  There are other great  winter gardens to 

visit, including the new RHS one at Bridgewater. 

 

Birthday Wishes 
20th Jan Richard Gratwick 70 

28th Jan Annabelle Moss 5 

3rd Feb William Boxford 11 

8th Feb Flo Bullock 21 

8th Feb Jess Burton 17 

17th Feb Rosie Burwood 9 

and belatedly to Shirley Carlisle who has recently 

turned 60. 

Sick List 

Best wishes to Sue Bullock’s mother, Mary 

Rowbotham, who is in hospital after a bad fall. 

 

Peter Royle RIP 
We were saddened to learn of the 

passing of Peter on 7th December, 

aged 82, and extend our sympathy 

to Blanche, Tim and Richard.  He 

formed an early attachment to St 

Michael’s, having been married 

there, followed by baptisms of his 

sons, and they lived in Buglawton.  He served as 

warden alongside Jean Moreton, and his knowledge 

was invaluable for anything electrical, including in 

particular the sound system and the church floodlights.  

He was a true ‘gentle’ man, taking a genuine interest in 

everyone, and he enjoyed walks up the Manor drive 

and elsewhere observing the wildlife. The funeral and 

interment was held at St Michael’s on 30th December. 

 

Wedding  
Paul Faulkner and Wendy Price 

were married at St Michael’s on 9th 

December on the anniversary of 

her mother’s 

death, Christine 

Jones, who is 

buried at St 

Michael´s. Her sister is Julie Price, 

formerly of Bell Farm, Dobford 

Grange.  We very much appreciate 

their donation of the Christmas tree to the church. 

 

Marton School News 

Dear  All     

Just a bit of a change to keep you on your toes … as 

Chair of Governors I’m writing the February notes …. 

We are now all settled back into the school routine and 

have been enjoying celebrating Marton Magic 

Moments each Friday. As a school, there have been 

many opportunities to celebrate, involving many 

pupils….which is wonderful ! 

Looking forward, Reception will be following the RSPB 

Big Bird Watch in the coming weeks and will hopefully 

be able to “report back “ updating us on their task … 

Some of our SEND pupils have been very fortunate to 

be able to participate in local Riding for the Disabled 

sessions recently and are thoroughly enjoying this 

opportunity to get to know their four legged friends 

better … 

You may already be aware that we are looking for 

Midday Assistants to join our team. If this is something 

which appeals to you, please contact the school office 

for more information on 01260 224482. Many thanks 

in advance. 

And finally another appeal… we are currently looking 

for two Foundation Governors to sit on our Full 

Governing Board.  Foundation Governors are key 

within the make-up of our school: upholding the 

Christian Ethos whilst helping set the vision for the 

school, holding the head teacher and staff to account, 

and over-seeing the finances. This is an opportunity to 

support the local community and to be involved in the 

future of our very special primary school. If this appeals 

to you, more information about the role of a 

Foundation Governor can be found on the NGA website 

or the Chester Diocesan website or feel free to contact 

me via – chair@marton.cheshire.sch.uk  or call school 

on 01260 224482. 

Many thanks 

Sue Furness 

Chair of Governors 

 



 

The Rector's Letter – February 

     A few days before Christmas I had the privilege of taking Holy Communion to a gentleman who was too unwell to 

attend any of the Christmas services.  Afterwards, we enjoyed conversation over a cup of coffee, and he showed me 

his old family Bible, bound in leather, with splendid brass corners and containing some photos of his Victorian 

ancestors.  As you often find with precious historical books, tucked inside its front cover were several yellow clippings, 

cut out of newspapers, which must have seemed important to the owner/custodian at the time.  One clipping was 

from a speech given by Winston Churchill.  I wrote down Churchill’s words: 

“Sunday is a divine and priceless institution.  It is a necessary pause in the national life and activity; it is 

essentially the day of emancipation from the compulsion and strain of daily work.  It is the birthright of every 

British citizen.” 

     Sundays in this country have changed a great deal during my lifetime.  Most shops now remain open seven days a 

week and many people have no choice about working on a Sunday.  In our busy, chaotic world, St. Michael’s church 

remains open every day, a place of peace and tranquillity, where anyone can be alone with their private thoughts and 

prayers.  A distinguished French priest once described such quiet times as being, “the times when I just sit there, and 

look at God, and God looks at me.”  This seems a rather lovely, unpressurised way of describing a personal, spiritual 

time, that I am glad to say is always available at St. Michael’s. 

     Unlike many rural churches these days, we continue to have a service every Sunday at 11.15am, there is further 

information on the church notice board and website (northrodechurch.org.uk).  If you’re interested in exploring the 

Christian faith, and perhaps free some Sunday mornings, why not give church a try?  We offer a warm welcome to all 

and try to be a place where everyone knows that they are noticed, valued and cared for. 

    Yours ever,   

Colin  

 

November Services 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rector 

Revd. Colin Wilson 01260 223201 

Warden                   

Mrs Marilyn Ainslie      01260 223346 

Secretary   

Mrs Diane Lowe            01260 272576 

Treasurer 

Mrs Lynn Petts  01260 222902 

Newsletter Contacts 

Mrs Marilyn Ainslie 01260 223346 

Ms Kate Bean  01260 272723 

 

http://northrodechurch.org.uk/ 

 

  

Feb 6th 

4th Sunday before 
Lent 
Flowers: Shirley 
Tudor-Evans 

11.15 am 

Holy 

Communion 
(CW) 

Led by: 
Sidesman: 
Reading: 

Revd. Bruce Lamb 
Diane Lowe 
Bronwen Bebington 

Feb 13th  

3rd Sunday before 
Lent 
Flowers: Hilary 
Trueman 

11.15 am 

Holy 

Communion 
(BCP) 

Led by: 
Sidesman: 
Reading: 

The Rector 
Judy Howarth 
Jerry Howarth 

Feb 20th  

2nd Sunday before 
Lent 
Flowers: As last week 

11.15 am 

Family 
Service 

Led by: 
Sidesman: 
Reading: 

Mrs Hellen Watson 
Sharon Oldfield 
Yvonne Brown 

Feb 27th  

Sunday before Lent 
Flowers: Mary 
Hobson  

11.15 am 

Holy 

Communion 
(BCP) 

Led by: 
Sidesman: 
Reading: 

The Rector 
Shirley Tudor-Evans 
Margaret Cann 

Mar 2nd 

Ash Wednesday 
   

Mar 6th  
Lent 1 
Flowers: As last week 

11.15 am 

Holy 

Communion 
(CW) 

Led by: 
 
Sidesman: 
Reading: 

 

Revd. Anne 
Freestone 
Lynn Petts 
Geoffrey Petts 



 

Nature Notes by John Lea 

Though the winter is mild, the birds seem unusually hungry.  Although we no longer have greenfinches and 

very few chaffinches, viral infections almost wiped both species out.  We still have a dramatic number of 

other birds coming to the bird feeders. I have to move the feeders every few days because the 

ground  becomes so contaminated beneath and many birds feed on 

the floor.   

 This year there is a lot of French twittering because Bramblings are here 

in numbers.  Strangely, my brother at Lower Withington has not seen 

any.  They have the more colourful cousin of the chaffinch.  The various 

members of the Tit family seem very numerous, but perhaps long-tailed 

Tits are not as plentiful.  

 

North Rode WI Notes from Pam Robinson, Secretary 

The Christmas Lunch held at the Legs of Man on the 17th December was a great success and enjoyed by 

our Members and Visitors. The meal was excellent and the Staff very attentive.  

The first Meeting of 2022 was held recently.  The President Bronwen Bebington wished all Members and Visitors a 

Happy New Year. After Jerusalem was sung thanks were given to Diane Lowe for the Table Flowers, Sandie White for 

the Raffle, Teas Margaret Aitchison and Gloria Cole Cakes Bronwen Bebington. A new Flower and Tea Rota etc was 

passed round. No Cheshire News this month but several items of Correspondence were given out. The  County Bowls  

Competition was mentioned. The Bulb Competition on March 8th is a Bowl of Mini Daffodils. Cloud Group Spring 

Meeting is on 4th May at NLChurch and the Speaker is one of the Calendar Girls. Our Coffee Morning is on Thursday 

12th May at Gawsworth Methodist Church Hall. More details to follow.  The CFWI Quiz has been cancelled due to the 

Virus still being prevalent. Resolution papers were collected by Sandie White to be returned. The 2022 Programmes 

were distributed to Members.  

Our Speaker for the Afternoon Meeting was Susan Wetton and her Talk contained her ill health and getting treatment. 

She had been ill with mental health problems for about 6 years but was much better now. She was a Dog Trainer for 

many years and took up Painting to help her feel better. Her Paintings were mainly of dogs as she had 2dogs, and Lions 

and other animals. They were very striking paintings, mostly in Acrylics which she enjoyed doing. The Vote of thanks 

was given by Diane Lowe for a very interesting talk. The Raffle was won by Barbara Carey and the Table Flowers by 

Margaret Worthington.  

The next Afternoon Meeting is on Tuesday 1st February when our Speaker will be Mike Tingle and the subject is 

Congleton Curios. The Competition will be for Handmade Gingerbread.  This date is a week earlier than usual. All 

visitors will be made welcome on the second Tuesday of the Month - Winter Months 2pm and Summer Months 7.30 

pm.  

  

Carol Singing 

On a very mild Thursday evening, 23rd December 

2021, a group of local Carol Singers were welcomed 

into gardens throughout the village. 

Many thanks to all the very welcoming hosts for their 

kind refreshments  

and donations which enabled us to raise £250 which 

will be divided between 

North Rode Church &  

The Christie, Macclesfield. 

North Rode Parish Council Meeting 
All North Rode residents are invited to attend the next 

Parish Council meeting on Thursday 17th February at 

7.30pm which will be held in St Michael's Church.  

 

 

Stop Press: 
Dorothy Cartlidge passed away on 23rd January, aged 

100.  The funeral will be at St Michael’s at 1.30 pm on 

Wed. 14th February, followed by interment at St John’s, 

Buglawton.  More next month. 

 



           

North Rode Railway - Then and Now  

 

60 years ago, looking north from the railway 

bridge on Bullgate Lane, you would have 

seen North Rode railway station to your 

right. In the distance you would have seen 

sidings, used for loading cattle and goods, 

close to where the UPS depot is now. There 

is now no sign whatsoever of the station, 

platforms, or sidings. However, In winter 

when the vegetation has died back, you can 

just make out the remains of a chute, used to 

load milk churns onto the north bound 8:30 

milk train to Manchester. 

 

 

 

 Looking south from the same bridge, you would have 

seen North Rode junction signal box with the Churnet 

Valley branch line sweeping to the left, taking trains to 

Bosley, Rushton, Rudyard, Leek and onto Chedleton, 

Froghall, Oakamore, Alton and Uttoxeter. This line 

closed in 1962. 

 

 

 

Huw Williams 

 

    



Quiz: Art's Fruit & Veg Stall 

Each answer contains the name of a fruit or vegetable. 

 

(Thanks to Macclesfield Quiz League) 

           Answers to big Christmas Quiz.  

1. Germany  

2. Four: former business partner Jacob 

Marley, and the spirits of Christmas Past, 

Present and Future. 

3. Paris 

4. Britain  

5. 364 

6. 1994 

7. The Polar Express. He plays Hero Boy, 

Father, Conductor, Hobo, Scrooge and 

Santa Claus. 

8. Japan 

9. Billy Mack, played by Bill Nighy 

10. Three - Dancer, Dasher, Donner. 

11. A coin 

12. Oslo, Norway  

13. Capricorn 

14. Bing Crosby - 'White Christmas', 

according to the Guinness Book of World 

Records. 

15. Nine years - the last episode aired on 1 

January 2010 

16. Ross Geller 

17. Bobby Helms - 'Jingle Bell Rock' 

18. 3pm 

19. White  

20. Donald Trump 

21. Green  

22. Bells  

23. Macy's  

24. Sammy Cahn and Jule Styne - 'Let It 

Snow! Let It Snow! Let It Snow!' 

25. "Snow is falling, all around me" 

26. When We Collide by Matt Cardle 

27. Christmas Day 

28. Candy, candy canes, candy corns and 

syrup 

29. Orange or tangerine 

30. January 5th 

31. On a Sunday, five weeks before 

Christmas 

32. Matthew Crawley [Dan Stevens] 

33. Treat every day like Christmas 

34. A 50-pence piece 

35. Oklahoma 

36. Max 

37. Nordmann Fir 

38. Seven swans a-swimming 

39. One chocolate each from a box of 

Celebrations 

40. Journalist 

 

 

1 Which popular TV show was hosted by Cilla Black from 1985 to 2003? 

2 Robert Davis is the real name of which British comedian? 

3 What's the name of the producer of many James Bond films, including Octopussy and The Spy Who Loved 

Me? 

4 The well–known painting Bubbles, by John Millais, was used to advertise which product? 

5 What links the actress Ingrid Bergman, the footballer Zlatan Ibrahimovic and the inventor of dynamite, 

Alfred Nobel? 

6 In the 1980s TV cartoon series, Eric Twinge was the real name of which superhero? 

7 Which Staffordshire town is twinned with the Italian town of Este? 

8 Which popular dance craze of the 1960s involved swivelling backwards and forwards on both feet while 

moving up and down? 

9 What's the title of the 1962 hit instrumental by Booker T and the MGs? 

10 In the 1991 film, what was being served at the Whistle Stop Café? 


